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and USSR were bound under treaties to come to the help
of Czechoslovakia if she were attacked It was at this fatal
hour that Mr Chamberlain, then Prime Minister of Britain,
flew to Godesberg to talk to Hitler and discuss whether a
compromise could be found A few da\s later he flew
again to meet Hitler, this time in the company of the French
Prime Minister, M Daladier, and to Berchtesgaden,
Hitler's summer resort near Munich Here was signed
an agreement under which the territory that Hitler was
asking for was ceded to him, and the Czechs were bluntly
told that if the> did not accept the agreement they would
receive no support from London or Pans
In these discussions Moscow was almost completely
ignored > and the Soviet Government did not forget what
they regarded as a snub as well as a breach of faith on the
part of Britain and France Their feelings were not
smoothed by the fact that the French Foreign Office,
headed by the notorious pro-Nazi Foreign Minister M
Bonnet, even put about stories that it was the Soviet Govern-
ment that was preparing to let Czechoslovakia down and
that the USSR did not intend to fulfil her treaty obliga-
tions Actually Russian preparations to go to the military
assistance of the Czechs were already at a fairly advanced
stage
The German troops marched without opposition into
the territory ceded to them under the Munich agreement
" Peace \vas saved " But, not satisfied with his bloodless
success, Hitler six months later marched into Prague, the
capital, and annexed the whole of the rest of Czechoslovakia
as well It was clear that Munich had not appeased but
had only whetted his appetite This was in March 1939
Several months of negotiation between London, Pans
and Moscow followed Mr Chamberlain, on behalf of
Britain, guaranteed the frontiers of Poland against attack
The USSR asked for a similar guarantee of the frontiers
of the Baltic States (Lithuania, Latvia and Esthonia), since
she feared that a German occupation of these countries would
be used as a jumping-oflF ground for an attack on herself